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ARCADIA — The claim 
may seem outlandish.

When DeSoto County 
and Hardee high schools 
take the field tonight in 
Arcadia, those involved 
with the neighboring 
programs will proudly say 
that this is the 94th con-
secutive year the Bulldogs 
and Wildcats have played 
each other and that this 
game continues the 
longest continuous rivalry 
in the state of Florida.

But how could anyone 
know with certainty 
that DeSoto County and 
Hardee have played each 
other in football every 
year since 1921? And 
how could they possibly 
know that no other rivalry 
has been going on just 
as long, or longer? Well, 
30 years ago, the DeSoto 
County student newspa-
per, the Bulldogs’ Bark, 
set about proving it. The 
evidence remains tucked 
away in a filing cabinet in 

Jill Maassen’s classroom.
Maassen started 

teaching English and 
journalism at DCHS in 
1972, and she’s still the 
adviser of the Bulldogs’ 
Bark. During the 1984-85 
school year, her staff set 
out to prove the DeSoto 
County-Hardee rivalry as 
the longest continuous 
rivalry in the state — a 
great “exercise in in-
quisitiveness” and “not 
just taking things at face 
value.” 

They compiled a 
booklet, the original 
of which Maassen can 
bestow by opening up 
the top drawer of a filing 
cabinet behind her desk 

Happy 94th 
anniversary!

 � PREP FOOTBALL

Bulldogs, Wildcats share state’s 
longest continuous rivalry

By ZACH MILLER
SPORTS WRITER

WILDCATS  
AT BULLDOGS
WHO: Hardee (4-4, 1-2 District 
5A-13) at DeSoto County (6-1, 
3-0)
WHERE: DeSoto County High 
School, Arcadia
WHEN: Today, 7 p.m.

ONLINE
Read more about the history 
of the Buck Carlton Trophy at 
suncoastsportsblog.com.

SERIES AT A GLANCE
First game: 1921, DeSoto County 
6, Hardee 0
Last year: Hardee 26, DeSoto 
County 7
All-time series: Hardee leads 
58-32-5
Longest win streak by Hardee: 
10 (1975-1984)
Longest win streak by  
DeSoto County: 6 (1987-1992)
Most lopsided Hardee win: 
60-6, 1995
Most lopsided DeSoto County 
win: 47-7 (1972), 40-0 (1973)
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DeSoto County vs. Hardee

LARGO — North Port 
High School senior 
Billy Castrovince came 
across the three-mile 
mark in fourth place on 
Wednesday, narrowly 
trailing Riverview’s 
Warran Grajalez and Matt 
Berman.

Coach Phu Nguyen 
nodded in approval as 
Castrovince seemed 
to have completed his 
goal for the District 
4A-8 championship of 
staying in the same pack 
with the Rams’ Nos. 2 
and 3 runners. The trio 

then disappeared from 
Nguyen’s sight behind a 
bend in the course for a 
few moments. When they 
reappeared, Castrovince 
emerged as the leader of 
the pack and continued 
to increase his lead as 
he sprinted to a person-
al-best time of 16 min-
utes, 47 seconds and a 
district runner-up finish. 

“I felt really good, my 
legs weren’t tired at all, I 
could actually take deep 
breaths and actually get 
the oxygen to my legs and 
my muscles and every-
thing,” Castrovince said. 

 � PREP CROSS COUNTRY: District 4A-8 meet

Bobcat breathes 
deep, delivers

SUN PHOTO BY ZACH MILLER

North Port High School’s Jamie Weisberger runs in the District 
48-A meet Wednesday in Largo.

By ZACH MILLER
SPORTS WRITER
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 � GIRLS GOLF: Class 2A state finals

Mantas muster 14th place in the hills

HOWEY-IN-THE-HILLS — The 
senior-laden Lemon Bay High 
School girls golf team faced its 
toughest competition of the 
season this week at the Class 2A 
state finals.

The Mantas shot a combined 
score of 786 (395-391) to fin-
ish 14th out of 16 teams on 
Wednesday at the Las Colinas 
course at Mission Inn Resort and 
Club. It was the groups’ third state 

finals appearance in four years, 
where it finished 13th in 2011 and 
12th a year ago.

Marisabel Rodriguez overcame 
nervous jitters Tuesday and 
emerged to lead the team over 
the tournament’s two days with a 
combined score of 188. She shot 
a personal-best 91 on the par-72 
course on the first day despite 
staring down the types of holes 
she said are typically out of her 
range.

Plantation American Heritage 
took the title with a combined 

score of 630 (317-313), two strokes 
ahead of Archbishop McCarthy 
(319-313). Junior Haydyn Gibson 
of Seminole-Osceola was the only 
girl in individual play to break par 
as she won the state title with a 
3-under 141.

“Because we came here last 
year a lot of us had previous goals, 
like we have to beat last year or 
we have to prove ourselves and 
we have to be better,” Rodriguez 
said. “In all of our cases I think 

By J.C. CARNAHAN
SUN CORRESPONDENT
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NAPLES — Historically, Lemon 
Bay High School has not played 
its best on the road, and in the 
end, Wednesday night played out 
exactly as the Manta Rays feared 
it might.

Last season, Lemon Bay was 
able to stop at a gym nearby 
to shake off the trip. This time 

around, a near 2-hour bus ride 
stretched nearly 3 hours after 
an accident on I-75 delayed the 
players’ arrival until 30 minutes 
prior to first serve.

Lemon Bay flubbed routine 
plays that could have made the 
difference in a season-ending 
sweep at the hands of Lely (25-19, 
25-12, 25-21) in the Region 5A-4 
quarterfinal.

The Trojans advance to host 
the winner of the Golden Gate-
Sebring quarterfinal at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday.

 � PREP VOLLEYBALL: Lely 3, Lemon Bay  0

SUN PHOTO BY KATHERINE GODINA 

Lemon Bay High School’s Haylee Layne hits through the block of Lely’s Vanessa Torres during Tuesday’s Region 5A-4 quarterfinal 
match. The Trojans swept the Manta Rays.

Traveling troubles
Lemon Bay finds a loss at end of unwelcome road to Lely

By DAWN KLEMISH
SUN CORRESPONDENT

TROUBLES  |  2

LIKE US  ON FACEBOOK
We regularly post “shot of the day,” 
and  “face of the game” photos at  
Facebook.com/SunCoast Sports

 � WORLD SERIES: San Francisco 3, Kansas City 2

BUMMED OUT
KANSAS CITY, Mo. 

— Madison Bumgarner 
pitched five innings of 
near-perfect relief and the 
San Francisco Giants held 
off the Kansas City Royals 
3-2 Wednesday night in 
Game 7 of the World Series 
for their third championship 

in five seasons.
With both starters chased 

early, this became a match-
up of bullpens. And no one 
stood taller than the 6-foot-
5 Bumgarner, who added to 
his postseason legacy with a 
third victory this Series.

After center fielder 
Gregor Blanco misplayed 
Alex Gordon’s drive for a 

single and two-base error, 
Bumgarner got Salvador 
Perez to pop foul to third 
baseman Pablo Sandoval for 
the final out.

The Giants ended a Series 
streak that had seen home 
teams win the last nine 
Game 7s. San Francisco took 

By BEN WALKER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bumgarner silences K.C. in relief as Giants win title
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WORLD 
SERIES 
CHAMPS
2014: San 
Francisco
2013: Boston
2012: San 
Francisco 
2011: St. Louis
2010: San 
Francisco
2009: N.Y. 
Yankees
2008:  
Philadelphia
2007: Boston
2006: St. Louis 
2005: Chi. (AL) 
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| THIS WEEK’S  
  GAMES
HARDEE  
AT DESOTO COUNTY
WHEN: Tonight, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Bulldog Stadium, DeSoto 
County High School, Arcadia
RECORDS: Hardee 4-4, 1-2 in District 
5A-13; DeSoto County 6-1, 3-0.
LAST WEEK: Hardee defeated 
Southeast 31-20; DeSoto County had 
a bye.
TALKING POINTS: DeSoto County has 
clinched the District 5A-13 title and will 
play at home for the first week of the 
postseason. Keyonte Holley scored three 
touchdowns in the second half last 
week as the Wildcats kept their playoff 
hopes alive. … Senior LB Deshawndre 
McMillan leads the Hardee defense with 
64 solo tackles. … Hardee senior LB 
Derrick Graham has received scholarship 
offers from Mississippi State, Florida 
and Arkansas, according to Rivals.
com. … Expect DeSoto County senior 
Tajahs Jackson to start at QB if Reggie 
Jones (knee) is not able to go. Jackson 
rushed for 215 yards against Southeast 
two weeks ago. … DeSoto County’s 
strength comes from its defense, led by 
senior Deionte Turner. … Tony Lee is a 
wild card for the Bulldogs. He leads the 
team with nine receptions for 147 yards 
and three TDs. Hardee leads the all-time 
series 58-32-5 and has won the last five 
meetings.

CHARLOTTE  
AT PORT CHARLOTTE 
WHEN: Friday, 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Pirates Cove, Port Charlotte 
High School, Port Charlotte 
RECORDS: Charlotte 4-3, 1-1 in District 
7A-11; Port Charlotte 6-2, 1-1.
LAST WEEK: Charlotte defeated Ida 
Baker 59-44; Port Charlotte had a bye.
TALKING POINTS: The winner goes 
to the playoffs as the District 7A-11 
second seed and will face Viera in the 
first round. …  RB Elijah Mack leads 
Charlotte with 707 rushing yards and 
seven TDs. He had a season-high 191 
yards against Ida Baker. … WR Trevor 
Laurent leads the area in most receiving 
categories with 34 catches for 678 
yards and six TDs. … Port Charlotte RB 
Anthony Stephens leads the area with 
766 rushing yards, but Brennan Norus 
(698 yards, 11 TDs) is also an option. 
… WR-SS Malik Vaccaro-Dixon has 
signed with UCF to play safety, but is a 
threat at wideout. … Charlotte leads 
the series 28-4, but Port Charlotte has 
won the last two.

CYPRESS LAKE AT 
LEMON BAY
WHEN: Friday, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Veterans Stadium, Lemon Bay 
High School, Englewood
RECORDS: Cypress Lake 2-7, 0-5 in 
District 5A-14; Lemon Bay 5-3, 3-2
LAST WEEK: Cypress Lake lost to 
Mariner, 10-9; Lemon Bay defeated 
North Fort Myers, 21-14.
TALKING POINTS: With a win, 
Lemon Bay can force a three-way 
district tiebreaker for the second seed 
in 5A-14, but the Mantas also need 
Dunbar to beat North Fort Myers. … 
Cypress Lake has lost its last six, three 
of them by shutout. … RB Cliff Moore 
has with 665 yards for the Panthers, 
but has only two touchdowns this 
season. … Cypress Lake QB Kyndall 
Douglass has thrown two TD passes 
and 11 interceptions. … Lemon Bay’s 
offense is all about the jet sweep, with 
Anthony Marinola (599 yards, 11 TDs) 
and Brayden Curry (413 yards, 1 TD) the 
main options around the ends, and QB 
Jeremy Snook or Sean Connaghan the 
alternate choices up the middle. … 
Quinn Morrow has been turning heads 
on the defensive line.

SEMINOLE-OSCEOLA 
AT VENICE
WHEN: Friday, 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Powell-Davis Stadium, Venice 
High School, Venice
RECORDS: Osceola 5-4, 1-1 in District 
6A-7; Venice 8-0, 2-0.
LAST WEEK: Osceola defeated Palm 
Harbor University 49-14; Venice had 
a bye.
TALKING POINTS: Venice clinches 
the district title with a victory; Osceola 
could force a three-way playoff with 
Venice and Largo with a victory. … The 
Warriors have scored 97 points in their 
last two games, wins over Dixie Hollins 
and Palm Harbor. They had scored 102 
points in the six games before that.  ... 
Gavin Norrie had two interceptions 
for the Warriors in the win. … Venice 
has options to run the ball. Langston 
Provitt, Malik Bryant, Brandon 
Davis, Eric Imperiante and freshman 
quarterback Bryce Carpenter all have 
100-yard rushing games this season. 
… Junior DT Jarrod Hewitt has 60 solo 
tackles for the Indians this season.

—Rob Shore

and pushing some other 
papers aside. 

Maassen chuckles as 
she looks at the pictures 
of old DeSoto County 
football teams that fill 
the booklet, particularly 
one of the 1923 Bulldogs 
sporting leather hel-
mets and long-sleeved 
rugby-style shirts. Other 
pages are filled with lists 
of coaches and scores of 
every game played in the 
rivalry since 1921, and 
Maassen updates the 
scores every year. Hardee 
leads the series 58-32-5 
(they played twice in 1923 
and 1924).

An article details the 
history of the Buck 
Carlton Trophy the two 
teams started playing for 
in 1965.

SORRY, SARASOTA  
AND MANATEE

Another explains 
the research put forth 
by the Bulldogs’ Bark 
staff to confirm that no 
other pair of rivals have 
gone at each other for 
as long as the Bulldogs 
and Wildcats. It explains 
that the curious student 
reporters started by 
sending letters to admin-
istrators at all 494 public 
and private high schools 
that existed in the state at 
the time, asking who each 
school’s biggest rival was 
and how many consecu-
tive years they had been 
playing. 

They received 86 
responses, and none 
reported a rivalry dating 

to 1921, though some 
were close. Sarasota and 
Manatee, which previous-
ly bragged about having 
the oldest rivalry in the 
state, started playing in 
1923. So did Hillsborough 
and Plant. Sebring and 
Avon Park started playing 
in 1926.

Maassen said “sure, 
I wonder” if there’s an 
older rivalry out there 
that wasn’t reported. But 
she points out that most 
of the schools that didn’t 
respond probably didn’t 
bother because they don’t 
have a long-time rival, and 
that every rivalry inher-
ently involves two schools, 
making it twice as unlikely 
that a noteworthy rivalry 
wasn’t reported.

The work by the 
Bulldogs’ Bark staff 
affirmed that the Bulldogs 
and Wildcats have been 
playing longer than any 
other teams in the state, 
and convinced admin-
istrators at Sarasota and 
Manatee that the “oldest 
rivalry in Florida” label 
no longer belonged to 
them. The Sailors and 
Hurricanes extol their 
rivalry as the second-old-
est in the state. 

“The FHSAA also 
recognized the work 
that was put out, and 
I believe the FHSAA 
commissioner at the 
time put out a letter 
recognizing the DeSoto 
County-Hardee game as 
being the oldest rivalry 
in the state of Florida,” 
said Curtis Williams, 
who grew up in Arcadia, 
taught at DCHS for 10 
years and worked as the 
athletic director.

PRIDE AND  
PEP RALLIES

Owning the oldest 
rivalry provides a source 
of shared pride between 
two teams and commu-
nities, as does the belief 
that they also own the 
fiercest rivalry in the 
state. DeSoto County 
always tries to schedule 
a bye in the week leading 
up to the Hardee game to 
prepare for the emotion 
of the most intense game 
on the schedule.

“It’s as big as any college 
football rivalry you can 
think of. It’s as big as 
Florida-Florida State,” said 
Jarrett Zolkos, who grew up 
in Arcadia and is currently 
the Bulldogs’ athletic 
director. “We beat Hardee 
every year that I played 
here. That’s something I’m 
very proud of.”

On game day, the school 
holds a pep rally unlike 
any other. The rally peaks 
with a funeral scene, 
in which cheerleaders 
dressed in black hold can-
dles as the football players 
enter the room carrying a 
coffin. Inside the coffin is 
a stuffed Wildcat, which 
the players take out and 

shred to bits to the delight 
of the entire student body.

“You’ve never 
experienced a pep 
rally until you go see a 
DeSoto-Hardee pep rally,” 
Williams said. “It’s un-
touchable, the craziness 
and the support that that 
school has during that 
pep rally. You walk out 
of there with the biggest 
headache in America.”

PRANKS AND 
TRADITIONS

DeSoto County cheer-
leaders used to present 
the Hardee principal with 
black roses at the game, 
but that tradition eventu-
ally fell by the wayside.

There are other, much 
tamer, traditions that 
the schools take part in 
together. On the weekend 
before the DeSoto County-
Hardee game, alumni of 
both schools play in the 
Bob Martin Memorial Golf 
Tournament at the Bluffs 
Golf Course, named for 
the only person to coach 
both teams. The winning 
school receives 60 percent 
of the winnings, while the 
losing school receives 40 
percent.

In the days leading up 
to the game, cheerleaders 
of both teams plant 
school spirit signs from 
their school at the county 
line on state road 17, so 
anybody driving through 
knows as soon as they 
cross from one county to 
the other.

And it wouldn’t be a 
rivalry without a few 
pranks. Students of both 
schools have gone onto 
the opposing field and 
painted it on the night 

before the game. Williams 
also remembers a year 
that Hardee students left 
a dead hog with the words 
“here lies DeSoto” written 
on it in the DeSoto County 
student parking lot.

After the annual game, 
the Buck Carlton Trophy 
heads to the winning 
school as a symbol of 
bragging rights. For the 
last five years, its home 
has been the trophy 
case in the field house at 
Wildcat Stadium. 

THROW THE RECORDS 
OUT THE WINDOW

When the teams renew 
the rivalry tonight in 
Arcadia, the Bulldogs (6-
1) look to take home the 
trophy for the first time 
since 2008 and to snap a 
12-2 run by Hardee (4-4) 
since 2000. They’ll be the 
favorite, having already 
won the District 5A-13 
championship, but both 
teams know the records 
have no bearing on the 
way this game will play 
out.

“It doesn’t matter if the 
teams are 9-0 versus 0-9, 
there’s always a chance 
that either team can win 
that game because they’re 
that fired up about it,” 
Williams said.

No matter who wins, 
Maassen will add the re-
sult to the Bulldogs’ Bark 
booklet, keeping alive 
the proof that DeSoto 
County and Hardee have 
been playing each other 
continuously longer than 
any other high school 
teams in Florida.

Contact Zach Miller at 941-206-1140 
or zmiller@sun-herald.com.
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DeSoto County High School quarterback Isiah Bryant rolls out of the pocket during a game against Hardee on Nov. 5, 2010. The Wildcats beat the Bulldogs, 14-12.  
When the teams meet tonight, it will mark the 94th consecutive year they have played each other.

we all turned out on top. 
I broke 100 both days and 
shot my best round ever 
on the first day, so I’m 
grateful for that.”

Candice Weese shot 190 
(94-96) and Montanna 
Williamson finished with 
199 (103-96), while Maria 
Sheppard (107-102) and 
Kayla Faircloth (125-122) 
each improved on their 
efforts from the first day 
despite playing on one of 
the more difficult courses 
of their prep careers.

“I’ve never seen hills 
like this,” Williamson said 
of Las Colinas. “We’re all 
seniors, so I think this 
was more about trying to 
do the best we can while 
having fun doing it.”

Williamson struggled 
through the ninth hole 
Tuesday, which resulted 
in an 11. She responded 

by nearly chipping in 
for a birdie on the same 
hole Wednesday in what 
turned out to be a major 
improvement from her 
first outing.

But much like falling 
short of their 10th-
straight district title by 
a single stroke this year, 
there was too much to 
overcome while attempt-
ing to surpass previous 
state finals appearances.

Weese said her team 
turned in a solid practice 
round on the course lead-
ing into the tournament, 
but that the pressure “hit 
hard” on opening day.

“I didn’t do as well as I 
expected myself to do,” 
Weese said. “We had 
some hard holes, but we 
got here and that’s what’s 
important.”

The accomplishments 
of Lemon Bays’ senior 
class will serve as the 
benchmark for incoming 
golfers as the program 
looks to reload with 

underclassman.
“They’ve meant every-

thing to the program,” 
Lemon Bay coach Darrell 
Roach said. “Hopefully, 
we’ve got some girls that 
will grow up and carry 
on the heritage and the 
legacy that they’ve kind of 
laid out for them.”

Indians finish sixth: The Venice 
girls’ hopes at a state title will have 
to wait another year after the Indians 
struggled to a final-round 342 that 
resulted in a sixth-place finish at the 
Class 3A state finals at Deer Island 
Country Club in Tavares.

A day after carding a 75, Venice’s 
Victoria Cangero stumbled out of the 
gate with a 9 on the par-4 first hole. 
She rebounded, though, and birdied 
the final hole to finish with an 81.

Junior Allyson Guthrie (77-95), 
Sophomore Celia Lau (89-81) and 
Brittany Clipse (89-86) rounded out 
Venice’s scoring. 

“We had some nice scores, but we 
just didn’t quite get it done as a team,” 
Venice coach James Slaton said.
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PREP SCHEDULE
 

TODAY
Football
Hardee at Desoto County, 7:30 p.m.
Swimming
District 2A-10 meet
at Florida Gulf Coast University, 
10 a.m. (Port Charlotte)
Girls soccer
Imagine at LaBelle, 6 p.m.
Sarasota at Port Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Charlotte at Braden River, 7 p.m.

 50
47

60
85


