
PORT CHARLOTTE 
— Before he started 
running cross country 
and track, Tyler Fisher 
was known around Port 
Charlotte High School.

Not necessarily for 
good reasons.

People knew him 
as the brother of two 
troublemakers who 
now live with their 
mother, Heather, in 

Massachusetts, after too 
many run-ins with the 
law in Florida.

People knew Fisher, 
now 17, as the middle 
brother who somehow 
stayed out of trouble 
and navigated a difficult 
family life to achieve top 
grades in the classroom.

Since he started 
running, he has emerged 
from the shadow cast by 
his brothers’ mistakes 
and made a name for 
himself.

Rather than seeing 
the brother of two 
delinquents, people 
see one of the school’s 
most prolific athletes in 
recent memory. They see 

a cross country runner 
who placed in the top 
15 in the state. They see 
a young man who holds 
the school record. And 
they see a scholar who 
plans to take his talent 
and 4.4 GPA to the Ivy 
League.

The faster he runs, the 
more doors of opportu-
nity swing open.

Coaches from Cornell 
and Dartmouth reached 
out to Fisher the day 
after he ran 5-kilo-
meters in 15 minutes, 
36.08 seconds at the 
Florida Athletic Coaches 
Association All-Star 
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BOYS CROSS COUNTRY: All-area team
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By ZACH MILLER
SPORTS WRITER

Pirates’ Fisher 
creates a name 

and a future 
with each stride
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 OUT OF THE 

COMING 
TUESDAY
Girls cross country: 
Faced with two 
preseason setbacks, 
this player of the year 
could have fallen apart. 
Instead, she rallied the 
team. 

MISSED A 
DAY?
Subscribers can check 
out the all-area 
volleyball team, 
featuring player of the 
year Marisa Beisner, on 
www.yoursun.net.
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TALLAHASSEE — 
Florida State coach Jimbo 
Fisher gave the No. 3 
Seminoles a week away 
from football to decom-
press before the College 
Football Playoffs.

While the players used 
much of last week to 
take exams and focus on 
schoolwork, Fisher said it 
was a good break from the 
grind of the season that 
included six second-half 

comebacks.
“The pressures of 

winning and being a 
champion, sometimes you 
have to get away from it,” 
Fisher said. “A fresh mind 
goes a long way.”

Florida State (13-0) 
returned to the practice 
field Sunday for the first 
time since winning the 
ACC title Dec. 6 with a 
37-35 victory over Georgia 
Tech. The Seminoles 
welcomed back tailback 
Karlos Williams, who 
missed the Georgia Tech 
game with a concussion.

Football break 
ends for FSU

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

 � COLLEGE FOOTBALL: No. 3 Florida State

Seminoles’ focus 
turns to Oregon

AP PHOTO

Florida State coach Jimbo Fisher and QB Jameis 
Winston, shown before the ACC title game, returned 
to the practice field Sunday to begin preparations for 
the national semifinal against Oregon.SEMINOLES  |  6

CHARLOTTE — Tampa Bay 
quarterback Josh McCown 
thought it was an incomplete 
pass. And say this about 
McCown — the man has a 
lot of experience throwing 
passes that don’t connect 
with anyone.

Having missed more than 
50 percent of his receivers the 
past three weeks, McCown 
launched a ball 19 yards 
downfield Sunday as his arm 
was hit by Carolina safety 
Roman Harper early in the 
fourth quarter. But the play 
was challenged by Panthers 
coach Ron Rivera and 
referee Ron Tolbert reversed 
the original call, ruling it a 

fumble and awarding the ball 
to Carolina.

The sack-fumble led to 
the last of four Graham 
Gano field goals and was the 
difference in the Bucs’ 19-17 
loss to the Panthers at Bank 
of America Stadium.

“No, I didn’t understand it,” 
McCown said of the ruling. 
“I thought my arm was 
going forward. Again, I don’t 
understand how a ball goes 
that far downfield in that way 

Ruling adds 
another twist 
in lost season

 � NFL: Carolina 19, Tampa Bay 17

Turnover leads 
to critical FG by 

Carolina
By RICK STROUD

TAMPA BAY TIMES

PACKERS AT BUCS
WHO: Green Bay (10-4) at  
Tampa Bay (2-12) 
WHEN: Sunday, 1 p.m.
WHERE: Raymond James Stadium, 
Tampa
TV: FOX
RADIO: 103.5 FM, 620 AM
TICKETS: Ticketmaster.com

NFL SCOREBOARD
Kansas City 31, Oakland 13
Pittsburgh 27, Atlanta 20
N.Y. Giants 24, Washington 13
New England 41, DOLPHINS 13
Indianapolis 17, Houston 10
Baltimore 20, JAGUARS 12
Buffalo 21, Green Bay 13
Carolina 19, BUCS 17

Cincinnati 30, Cleveland 0
Denver 22, San Diego 10
N.Y. Jets 16, Tennessee 11
Seattle 17, San Francisco 7
Detroit 16, Minnesota 14
Dallas at Philadelphia, late

TODAY
New Orleans at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
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FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — 
Miami beat New England in 
the season opener and went 
into halftime on Sunday feel-
ing good about its chances for 
a sweep.

Then the Patriots rattled 
off a franchise-record 24 
third-quarter points on their 
way to their 11th AFC East 
title in 12 seasons.

“They beat us up in the 
second half,” Miami offensive 
lineman Mike Pouncey said 
after New England beat the 
Dolphins 41-13. “It’s just not 
acceptable.”

The Patriots opened a 14-3 
lead with little help from 
their offense, scoring on a 
62-yard blocked field goal 

and another touchdown after 
Duron Harmon’s interception 
set them up at the Miami 8 
yard-line.

But the Dolphins respond-
ed with a field goal and, 
after Jarvis Landry’s 32-yard 
punt return, Mike Wallace 
made a one-handed grab on 
a 32-yard pass from Ryan 
Tannehill to make it a one-
point game just before the 
end of the second quarter.

In the second half, though, 

Pats blast Miami 
in big 3rd quarter

 � NFL: New England 41, Miami 13

New England 
clinches division 

with victory
By JIMMY GOLEN

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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VIKINGS AT 
DOLPHINS
WHO: Minnesota (6-8) at  
Miami (7-7)  
WHEN: Sunday, 1 p.m.
WHERE: Sun Life Stadium, Miami 
Gardens
TV: FOX
RADIO: TBD
TICKETS: Ticketmaster.com

AP PHOTO

Miami wide receiver Rishard Matthews catches a pass as New England 
defensive back Malcolm Butler defends during Sunday’s win by the Pats.
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JONATHAN WENTWORTH
Charlotte  •  Senior

Wentworth 
consistently ran as 
the Tarpons’ No. 2 
runner throughout 
the season, placing 
eighth in District 
3A-11 championships. He ran a 
personal-best 17:02.3 at the Lely 
Invitational to produce the third-best 
finish among runners from Charlotte 
County.

KYLE SHIRLEY
Charlotte  •  Sophomore

Shirley solidified 
the middle of the 
Tarpons’ lineup, 
helping them earn 
a trip to states for 
the first time since 
2011. He set a personal-best 17:38.2 
at the Class 3A state meet, helping 
the Tarpons exceed their seed and 
finish 19th.

MILES RITTENHOUSE
Lemon Bay  •  Junior

Rittenhouse was 
the Manta Rays’ 
top runner, leading 
them to states by 
placing 10th at 
districts and 23rd 
at regionals. He placed seventh at 
the Lemon Bay Invitational and ran 
a personal-best 17:34.6 at the Lely 
Invitational to produce the fifth-best 
finish among runners from Charlotte 
County.

BRANDON RANDALL
Port Charlotte  •  Senior

Randall, the 
Pirates No. 2 runner 
behind Tyler Fisher, 
placed seventh 
in District 3A-11 
and earned a trip 
to states by placing 13th in Region 
3A-3. He ran a personal-best 17:14.4 
at the Lely Invitational to produce 
the fourth-best finish among runners 
from Charlotte County.

MARSHALL DILLON
Charlotte  •  Junior

Dillon won the 
Southwest Florida 
Cross Country 
Invitational and 
the Captain Hook 
division of the 
Southwest Florida Cross Country 
Invitational. He was third at districts 
and fifth at regionals. His time of 
16:05.1 earned him 23rd place at the 
Class 3A state meet.

BILLY CASTROVINCE
North Port  •  Senior

Castrovince was 
the District 4-8 
runner-up before 
he set the school 
record (16:18.6) at 
the Region 4A-2 
meet the following week. With that 
effort, he finished fourth and qualified 
for the Class 4A state meet. He placed 
51st of 181 runners in Class 4A.
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THE FISHER FILE
NAME: Tyler Fisher
CLASS: Senior
PARENTS: Jason and 
Heather
FAVORITE SUBJECT: 
Science

FAVORITE FOOD: Pasta
COLLEGE PLANS: Run cross 
country and track at an Ivy 
League school

HONOR ROLL
The players of the year since 
2010:
2014: Tyler Fisher, Port 
Charlotte
2013: Tyler Fisher, Port 
Charlotte
2012: Adam Rioux, Port 
Charlotte
2011: Ryan Schnulle, Charlotte
2010: Tyler Cardillo, Charlotte

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Individuals earning honorable 
mention status for the all-area 
boys cross country team this year: 
Chris Daniele (Charlotte)
Wyatt Chandler (Lemon Bay)
Evan Weisberger (North Port)
Philip Cutchineal (North Port)

FALL ALL-AREA TEAMS

FISHER
FROM PAGE 1
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Port Charlotte High School’s Tyler Fisher finishes in fourth place during the 
North Port Invitational cross country meet Saturday morning.

meet. He finished third at that 
meet, which featured the top high 
school seniors in the state, and 
shattered the Pirates’ school record 
in the process.

He plans to visit both schools 
next month, and if all goes as 
planned, he’ll end up running 
at one of them or at another Ivy 
League school. He’ll be the first 
person from his family to go to 
college, and he plans to study 
chemical or biomedical engineer-
ing to set himself up for a career at 
the Center of Disease Control and 
Prevention or the Department of 
Defense.

The ultimate goal, though, is to 
give back to his family.

“I know my family has tried the 
best they could for me, so I really 
want to be able to give something 
back to them,” Fisher said. “Right 
now, nothing’s very secure, every-
thing’s day-to-day. I don’t like that. 
It would be nice to sit back every 
once in a while and relax a little bit. 
I’d like to be able to have that for 
my parents and my brothers, too.”

He has embraced the way cross 
country increases his chances of at-
taining the life he desires. In three 
years of running for the Pirates, he 
has relished life luxuries that came 

new to him but that many people 
take for granted.

He has been able to leave Port 
Charlotte and see new places. Just 
last month coach Ray Chumbley 
drove him to Charlotte, N.C. so 
Fisher could run in the Foot Locker 
south regional championships.

Through running, Fisher has 
experienced nights and mornings 
in nice hotels. Former athletic 
director James Vernon occasionally 
splurged to give Fisher the most 
enjoyably experience possible.

And he discovered a new favorite 
restaurant.

“Olive Garden is my favorite 
now,” he said. “We go there for 
dinner a lot as a team. Before that, 
I had never been to even a regular 
fancy restaurant.

“I’m always excited for our big 
away meets with the team. Going 
somewhere new and having fun 
with the guys is just not something 
I normally get to do.”

Now those opportunities will 
extend to a college education at a 
top universities. 

“I think I can get a lot further be-
cause of cross country and track,” 
Fisher said. “Some of those tougher 
schools like Yale and Princeton, 
having that extra with cross coun-
try will help set me aside with all 
the other perfect applications they 
get.”

Contact Zach Miller at 941-206-1140 or zmiller@
sun-herald.com.

Fisher held out 
defensive tackle Eddie 
Goldman and defensive 
back Tyler Hunter on 
Sunday, with both recov-
ering from injuries.

“They’ll be fine,” Fisher 
said. “If we had to play a 
game next Saturday, they 
would be able to play. 
I’m making sure they are 
healed fully before we get 
them on the field.”

Florida State will spend 
the next week practicing 
in Tallahassee before 
flying to Los Angeles on 
Dec. 26 in preparation 
for their semifinal game 
against No. 2 Oregon 
(12-1) in the Rose Bowl 
on Jan. 1.

Fisher spent most of 
last week on the recruit-
ing trail and attended the 
college football awards 
ceremony in Orlando 
on Thursday. But he has 
managed to take time to 
look at film of the Ducks 
and praised Heisman 

Trophy-winning quarter-
back Marcus Mariota.

“He’s very well-deserv-
ing,” Fisher said. “He had 
a tremendous year. Team 
had a tremendous year.”

The Florida State-
Oregon game will be a 
matchup of Heisman 
winners Mariota and 
Florida State’s Jameis 
Winston, the 2013 winner.

Winston, however, is 
still awaiting the results 
of his two-day code of 
conduct hearing, which 
wrapped up on Dec. 
3. A school official had 
previously stated that 
a decision could occur 
within 10 days from the 
hearing’s conclusion 
but there is no definitive 
timetable on when the 
case will be resolved.

The potential ramifica-
tions for Winston range 
from a reprimand to 
expulsion from school. 
Winston is a redshirt 
sophomore and he is 
eligible to declare for 
the NFL draft after the 
conclusion of the season.

Winston’s hearing, 
which was held approx-
imately two years after 
a female student said 
Winston sexually assault-
ed her in December 2012, 
was held to determine 
whether Winston vio-
lated any or all of four 
sections of the code of 
conduct — two for sexual 
misconduct and two for 
endangerment.

John Clune, an attorney 
representing the woman 
at the closed hearing, did 

predict that the former 
Florida State Supreme 
Court justice presiding 
over the proceedings will 
announce his decision 
by the end of the year. 
Justice Major Harding has 
given both sides up to five 
days to submit a pro-
posed order on what they 
think the outcome should 
be, Clune said. Harding 
will use those briefs as 
the basis for his decision, 
which is supposed to 
come within 10 class days 
after the hearing ends.

Both parties have an 
opportunity to request 
an appeal within five 
days of the initial hearing 
decision.
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NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Semifinal winners

Jan. 12, 8:30 p.m. (ESPN)
AT&T Stadium, Arlington, Texas

ROSE BOWL
No. 2 Oregon (12-1)

Jan. 1, 5 p.m. (ESPN)
Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif.

No. 3 Florida St. (13-0)

SUGAR BOWL
No. 1 Alabama (12-1)

Jan. 1, 8:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Superdome, New Orleans

No. 4 Ohio St. (12-1)

AUBURN, Ala. — The 
girlfriend of a slain 
Auburn football player 
said he was arguing with 
a man at a party when a 
third man pulled a hand-
gun and opened fire.

Redshirt freshman foot-
ball player Jakell Lenard 
Mitchell, 18, died after 
being shot in the chest 
early Sunday morning at 
an off-campus apartment 
complex. It was the same 
apartment complex 
where two former football 
players and a third man 

were shot to death out-
side a 2012 pool party.

Auburn police arrested 
22-year-old Markale 
Deandra Hart of Camp 
Hill, Ala., on murder 
charges on Sunday 
afternoon. Hart was being 
held at the Lee County 
Jail on $150,000 bond. 
Police have not released 
a motive for the crime 
but said they don’t expect 
additional arrests.

Mitchell’s girlfriend, 
Ayanna Hughuley, 17, 
said Mitchell was arguing 
with a man in the parking 
lot when a third man 

pulled a handgun.
“He had his gun like 

this and was looking at 
Jakell,” Ayanna Hughuley, 
17, said of the suspect 
while holding her hand 
down at her waistband.

“He just started shoot-
ing. Jakell fell and he tried 
to get back up and run, 
and then he fell again. He 
started shooting at Jakell 
again while Jakell was on 
the ground,” Hughuley 
said.

She said she didn’t 
know what started the 
disagreement and doesn’t 
think that Mitchell knew 

Hart.
Auburn Police Capt. 

Will Mathews said police 
answered a call about 
12:25 a.m. Sunday of 
shots fired at the Tiger 
Lodge apartment com-
plex, a few miles from the 
Auburn campus. He said 
Mitchell was taken to a 
hospital where he was 
pronounced dead.

Mitchell lived in an 
on-campus dormitory, 
but had gone to a party at 
the apartment complex, 
said his father, Mario 
Mitchell. Students had 
just finished final exams 

for the semester.
Mitchell redshirted this 

season for Auburn out 
of nearby Opelika High 
School. Able to play both 
back and tight end, he 
was expected to contend 
for a starting spot next 
season. Mitchell missed 
his senior season at 
Opelika as he recovered 
from an ACL injury. 

Mario Mitchell, who 
played football for Troy 
University, said his son 
had initially planned 
to go to school out of 
Alabama.

“It was, ‘Dad, I’ve got 

to get out of here. I’ve got 
to get out of this city,’” 
Mario Mitchell said. 
“Then he met Coach 
(Gus) Malzahn. It was like 
love at first sight.”

He said his son 
dreamed of being an FBI 
agent when he finished 
school.

Malzahn said he 
was “devastated and 
saddened” by the death 
of the player, a halfback 
described by the team 
website as versatile on 
offense with blocking, 
catching and running 
skills.

Player killed after argument at a party
By KIM CHANDLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 � COLLEGE FOOTBALL: Auburn

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. 
— Missouri State has 
hired Missouri defensive 
coordinator Dave Steckel 
as its head coach.

The 57-year-old Steckel 
is a long-time aide of 
Gary Pinkel and replaces 
Terry Allen, who was 
37-64 in nine seasons 
and 4-8 last season. The 
school announced last 
month that it would not 
renew Allen’s contract, 
set to expire at the end of 
January.

Steckel was on the 
sideline for Missouri 
practice earlier Sunday 
in preparation for the 
Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus 
Bowl and left the field 
without talking with 
reporters. Players and 
other assistants said they 
knew nothing official.

Steckel has coached 
linebackers for all of 
Pinkel’s 14 seasons at 
Missouri and was defen-
sive coordinator the last 
five.

In other coaching 
moves, Virginia Military 
Institute announced 
it hired Virginia offen-
sive line coach Scott 
Wachenheim to be its 
coach. Wachenheim has 
been at Virginia since 
2011 and had worked for 
three seasons at Liberty. 
VMI has not had a win-
ning season since 1981.

Central Missouri of-
fensive coordinator Josh 
Lamberson was named 
coach at Nebraska-
Kearney. The 32-year-old 
Lamberson has been an 
assistant coach at Central 
Missouri, Southeastern 
Oklahoma State and 
Northwest Missouri State.

Missouri loses its 
defensive coordinator

 � COLLEGE FOOTBALL NOTEBOOK
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